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A Word from Ashley— 

To me, the most remarkable thing about the true story of Christmas is one word—Immanuel. The 
meaning of Immanuel is “God with us.” He came to us…dwelt among us…became one of us… He has 
experienced what we experience, felt what we feel, seen what we see. Is that not AMAZING?! The 
Eternal God, whom no one can ever fully comprehend, who is beyond space and time, came here…to be 
with us…to become our Savior. My heart drowns in the heaviness of this blessing and is simultaneously 
lifted with joy at the hope that came down when Jesus came. And this, friends, is why I am so 
passionate about Advent and why I seek to share this most astonishing of truths with your little ones’ 
hearts. I welcome you to accompany me on a journey like no other… A journey to Bethlehem to marvel 
at the wonder of the God who came to us!  

What is Advent? 

The word advent is derived from a Latin word which means ‘coming.’ We celebrate advent at Christmas 
to celebrate the Lord’s coming to us many years ago as a baby, but also with joyful and expectant 
hearts, we wait for his second return. With the busyness that the Christmas season inevitably brings, it 
is so easy to get to Christmas day and have not even thought of Christ, let alone drawn attention to him. 
So, celebrating the advent of the King is a way to focus our attention on the truth of Christmas.  

I read a great quote about this at teachingmom.com: “For Christians, Advent is a time of reflection about 
the amazing gift that God gave to us in the person of His Son who came to live among us on earth. It is 
also an opportunity to restore Jesus to His rightful place as the center of our holiday celebrations! 
Advent is, appropriately, both somber and joyful!” I believe it to be both somber and joyful because the 
birth of Christ cannot be separated from the death of Christ, for His reason for coming at all, was to die 
for us.  

Here is a really good video from the Village Church that will help you wrap your heads around what 
advent really is. I highly recommend watching it.          

http://vimeo.com/32459389 

http://vimeo.com/32459389


Ways to Facilitate Advent— 

Advent Calendars:  

Advent calendars are often used to celebrate advent. It can be anything you want it to be! Here are 
some links to advent calendar ideas.  

-http://www.pinterest.com/lcharrington/advent-calendar-ideas/ 
-http://www.marthastewart.com/857740/handmade-advent-calendars/@center/
1009041/christmas-crafts-projects 
-http://www.hgtv.com/design/make-and-celebrate/handmade/countdown-to-christmas-13-
creative-advent-calendar-ideas-pictures 

The Jesse Tree: 

Isaiah 11:1-  
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” 

I was once asked what the Jesse tree is all about and why we use it for Advent. Here is my answer: 
 
The term "the Root of Jesse" comes from the prophecy of Isaiah. As you know, Isaiah 
prophesied the birth of the Messiah "For unto us a Child is born..." and he also prophesied the 
power the Messiah's death would have in a believer's life- "and He has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all..." 
At the beginning of this prophecy, there is a visual of God cutting down the proud, as if they 
were trees in a forest. All that is left are stumps. Out of a seemingly dead stump, a shoot comes 
forth from a root. This is the root of Jesse. Jesse is King David's father, but the line of Jesse 
had yielded no king or Jewish authority for around 600 years. So this line was seemingly dead, 
like the stump was seemingly dead. But out of this line, the Messiah was born. Once again, 
Jesus chose a humble, meager way to come to Earth. From there, you pick up with Zachariah 
and Elizabeth and the nativity story with which we are all so familiar.  

http://www.pinterest.com/lcharrington/advent-calendar-ideas/
http://www.marthastewart.com/857740/handmade-advent-calendars/@center/1009041/christmas-crafts-projects
http://www.hgtv.com/design/make-and-celebrate/handmade/countdown-to-christmas-13-creative-advent-calendar-ideas-pictures


It really stems from the ultimate covenant that God made that he would send the Redeemer, and 
that He would come from the house of David (line of Jesse).  

Every lesson of this advent plan is accompanied by an ornament that wraps up the meaning of the 
lesson in picture form. After you have finished each lesson, your child/children will hang the ornament on 
their Jesse Tree, if you choose to have a Jesse Tree. By the end of the entire advent, your child should 
be able to point to an ornament and give you a synopsis of what that ornament symbolizes, thereby 
recounting the story of Jesus’ coming in their own words. It’s a truly beautiful sight to see the Jesse 
Tree full of meaningful ornaments! 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE ADVENT SEASON 

Matthew 1:21 
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His 

people from their sins.” 
(Interesting side note about this verse— Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua which means, “The Lord 
Saves.”) Fitting… don’t you think? 

Memory Verse Song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aDr7D703hhQ&index=97&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd9yZeimq125NlbiE3vKfeRI 

THEME SONG FOR DECEMBER: 

“It’s About the Cross” by Go Fish    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOR4PBzvbo 
(The song is also available on iTunes.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDr7D703hhQ&index=97&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd9yZeimq125NlbiE3vKfeRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOR4PBzvbo


How to Use This Guide: 

This guide will take you through the month of December with activities listed to do each day of the work 
week. The weekends are kept open, as this time of the year is inevitably very busy, and if you fall behind 
on a day or two, you can catch up on an open weekend day. While this guide is written with younger 
kids in mind, it can easily be adjusted for older kids, or use it as it is, as even older kids are likely to 
embrace the “kid side” of the Christmas season.  

Everything is clearly laid out as a step-by-step guide to make it easy for every family to implement, and 
although it is not written into each day’s instructions, do try to watch the theme song video and 
memory verse video everyday, or as much as possible. The links for both are found above. 

Additionally, there are many references to the Jesus Storybook Bible in here. It is not imperative that 
you have that children’s Bible, as many of the stories are now available on YouTube, but it is preferable if 
you do.  

Also, there are paper ornaments included in the “Helpful Resources” Section at the end of this 
document that can be printed out, colored, and hung up on your Jesse tree, taped to the wall, or added 
to an advent banner each day to coordinate with the portion of the story covered that day.   

So without further ado, let’s begin this most wonderful of journeys.  

Advent Calendar: 

December 2 
**Please watch the instructional video for the demonstration beforehand, as you will need to be ready to 
perform the demonstration with your family. The link to the video is below.** 

Why did Jesus have to come? (Part 1) 



We begin this advent season with the end in mind. Why did Jesus have to come in the first place? Why 
is His coming so important?? 

Story: Adam and Eve are Deceived and Disobey God— Sin enters the world (Genesis 3:1-20 or Jesus 
Storybook Bible pages 28-34 “The Terrible Lie”)  
 If you do not have this Bible, click this link for the story.  
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xz9OwUopllY (Stop at minute 5:03—the rest will be for 
 day 2.) 

Isaiah 53:6- “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way.”  

Activity— Sin demonstration with iodine (Sin enters the world.)  Click the following link for an 
instructional video on how to do the iodine sin demonstration. 
 https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0 

Advent Ornament— Apple with Snake 

December 3 

Why did Jesus have to come? (Part 2) 

Adam and Eve Leave the Garden of Eden and God’s Presence (Genesis 3:21-24) 
Story: God makes clothes for Adam and Eve (the first sacrifice ever made) and sends them away 
(Jesus Storybook Bible- “The Terrible Lie”  Begin on page 34 and finish with page 36) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xz9OwUopllY (Begin at minute 5:03, and watch through the 
end.) 

Isaiah 59:2- “But your sins have made a separation between you and your God, and you sins have 
hidden His face from you that He does not hear.”  

Discuss how, because of sin, we cannot be with God. God is holy, pure, and good. Because of our sin, 
we are dirty, not pure, and altogether evil. (We have a dirty heart.) So, because we are all born sinful, we 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xz9OwUopllY
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xz9OwUopllY


cannot be right with God. Therefore, a sacrifice had to be made for us too. Tomorrow, we will discuss 
that sacrifice. 

Activity— Sin demonstration with iodine (Compare iodine jar to God jar half-filled with bleach.) 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0 

Advent Ornament— Broken Heart 

December 4 

 Why did Jesus have to come? (Part 3) 

The Ultimate Sacrifice 
Story: Jesus dies on the cross 

Isaiah 53:6-7— “We all like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened 
not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so He opened not His mouth.” 

John 1:29— “Behold! The lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” 

Watch Video:  “What is the Gospel?” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uppjUEzOwOg&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=14&t=0s- 
BEGIN AT MINUTE 6:09 

Activity— Sin demonstration with iodine (pour dirty heart jar contents into God jar) 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0 

Sing— “It’s About the Cross” by Go Fish    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOR4PBzvbo 

Advent Ornament— Cross 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uppjUEzOwOg&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=14&t=0s-
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/feu17guss8z2eka/AADp02mhDTrpubIeSJTifqYra?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjOR4PBzvbo


December 5  

The Prophecies About the Christ 

What is a prophecy? A prophecy is telling that something will happen before it ever happens. There are 
many places in the Old Testament, long before Jesus was ever born, that says He would be born, that 
He would be born in Bethlehem, that He would be the Christ, and that He would die for us, to take our 
place on the cross. We know that later, in the New Testament, God fulfilled this prophecy, which means 
God made what was promised long ago really happen! God always keeps His word! 

The Story: The Prophecy of the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7 & John 14:27)     
From “The Advent Jesse Tree” by Dean Meador Lambert 

“There are many names we give to describe Jesus. Can you think of any? (Savior, Light of the World, 
etc…) Do you know what a dove symbolizes? (peace) What do you think when you see a crown? (a 
king or prince) Another name the Bible gives Jesus is the Prince of Peace. It is found in our verses 
today. Let’s read them. Read Isaiah 9:6-7. We are so glad that Jesus came teaching us to love and not 
to fight with others. He truly is our Prince of Peace.” 

Advent Ornament— Scroll of Isaiah 

December 6 

The Prophecies About the Christ 

Long, long ago, God told the prophet Samuel to go find a man named Jesse and his eight sons because 
one of them would be the next king of Israel.  So Samuel when to the town of Bethlehem, where Jesse 
lived, and found the son God told him to anoint as the next king— David. Did you know that Bethlehem 
was prophesied in the Old Testament, hundreds of years before Jesus was born??  

The Story: Prophecy of Bethlehem  
     

From “The Advent Jesse Tree by Dean Meador Lambert 

“Bethlehem was a very small town and was not a very important city, but God chose it to be the place 
where the greatest man in the world would be born. Do you know what His name was? (JESUS!)” 



Let’s read in the Bible in the Old Testament to see what it says about Bethlehem.  
 Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah,   
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 
times.” 

“Let’s read in the Bible again about the Christmas story. Read Luke 2:4-7. You might not think you can 
do much for God because you are small, but God can do anything in you, if you let Him.”  

Sing Together: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vc4CexxlX8 

Advent Ornament— Bethlehem Cityscape 

December 9  

The Light of the World 

All throughout the Old Testament, news of Jesus’ birth was prophesied. But, did you know after the last 
prophet, Malachi, was gone, God did not give the world a new word from Him for 400 years? Can you 
imagine not hearing a new word about God for that long? The world went dark… no news of the 
coming Messiah… And the people waited and waited and waited. And then the time finally came for all 
the prophecies to come true and for the Light of the World to break through the darkness. 

Before Jesus came, the world was so dirty with sin that it was hopelessly dark. The prophet Isaiah said, 
“the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” when he spoke of the birth of Jesus. In 
Isaiah’s time, a long time before Jesus came, the dark world needed the light of Christ. Jesus is the light! 
Jesus even said in John 8:12, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." The dark world badly needed a beacon of hope… light in the 
person of Jesus!  

TURN OFF THE LIGHTS IN THE ROOM. (If it is too bright in the room you’re currently in, pick a 
darker room in which to tell the story.)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vc4CexxlX8


Pre-questions to ask:     (Adapted from ministry-to-children.com) 
 1 “When you walk into a room with no windows and the lights are turned off can you see 

anything?  No because it is dark!” 
 2 “What happens if you turn on the light switch?  It is all light in the room and the darkness goes 

away.” 

The Story: Jesus is the Light of the World (John 3:19-21 & John 8:12) 

Ask: What does the Bible say about Jesus being the Light of the World?  

Let’s read John 3:19-21 slowly. 

 Who is the light in these verses?  (Jesus is the Light.)   
  
In John 8:12, Jesus says, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.’  So Jesus is the Light! 

 Ask: What is the darkness that people love instead of Jesus?  (Their sin.) 

Read verse 20 again. 

  When people like to sin and do bad things, they do not want to be near Jesus and be in the light. 
When they sin, if they come near Jesus they will see how bad their sin is.  People who like to sin 
do not want it pointed out that their sin is bad. 

  
  Have you ever taken an extra cookie or piece of candy when you knew you were not supposed 

to?  That is stealing and disobedience, which is sin.  Was it exciting to eat that cookie or candy 
because you wanted it so much? Now think back again: did you get caught when you stole the 
extra cookie or piece of candy?  When you got caught in your sin, did you like that? Probably 
not.  We don't like to be caught doing wrong— we want to hide that wrong we did. But the light 
of Jesus shows everything, and the darkness does not like to show everything.  

  

http://ministry-to-children.com


  If you are a follower of Jesus, and you believe in what He did for you on the cross, then you will 
not like to live in darkness and sin because you have the Light of Life in your heart.  

Read verse 21 again. 

If we are a believer, then we hate our sin and we want to stay in the light close to Jesus. 

At the beginning of our lesson, when I turned the lights off what could you see?  (Nothing because it 
was dark!) 

What happened when I turned on the light switch?  (The darkness went away.) 

 This is how it is with Jesus because He is the Light.  When we are followers of Jesus and we 
walk with Him we want to stay far away from darkness.  Yes, we will still sin, but we will no longer 
want to sin.  We hate the darkness of sin and love the light of Jesus! 

Read John 1:4-5 with your kids, but read it in a dark room with a candle lit or using a flashlight. You 
want to make a point of how dark the world would have felt (spiritual darkness) and how much 
difference the light really makes.  

Activity— Go look at Christmas lights with your family, and as you do so, talk about how Jesus is the 
light of the world! 

Advent Ornament— Christmas Lightbulb  

December 10 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold (Luke 1:5-25) 

Luke 1:37- “Nothing is impossible for God.”  



John the Baptist was not only Jesus’ cousin, but he was a very important person in the ministry of 
Jesus. When John grew up, he spent his life going to people and telling them to be ready because the 
savior, Jesus, was coming! His birth was a miracle from God… let’s read about it! 
  
The Story: (From http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com) 

John's father is Zachariah and his mother is Elizabeth. They were both faithful to God. They were older 
and didn’t have any children. Zachariah was a priest and his job was to burn incense in the temple. 
While he was in the temple during the hour of incense, there was a huge number of people outside 
praying. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to him on the right side of the altar of incense. When Zachariah saw him, 
he was worried and afraid. But the angel said "Do not to be afraid. Your prayer was heard and Elizabeth 
would have a son and you will call him John. You will be glad and many people will celebrate his birth. He 
will be great in the Lord’s eyes and will teach many people about Jesus. He will prepare the way for 
Jesus." 

Zachariah asked the angel how will I know this, I am an old man and my wife is old. The angel told him 
that he is Gabriel and was sent to tell him about John. But because you didn’t believe what I told you, 
you will not be able to speak until the things I told you happen.  

The people waited for Zachariah and were amazed that it took him so long in the temple. When he came 
out, he couldn’t speak and they thought he had a vision. When his work was done at the temple, he 
returned home to his wife Elizabeth. She found out that she was going to have a baby and hid herself for 
5 months. She was very happy to have a baby.  

“The Angel Visits Zachariah” Video— https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC4EZigVXJg 

Optional Activity— Nothing is Impossible for God Paper Illusion   http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/
2013/07/nothing-is-impossible-to-god-paper.html 
 **While you are cutting your paper, be sure to be talk to your kids about how nothing is too hard 
 for God… even when it seems impossible to us. Just like Zachariah and Elizabeth were “too old” 
 to have a baby, God can do anything He wants, and that is how Elizabeth became pregnant with 
 John.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC4EZigVXJg
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/2013/07/nothing-is-impossible-to-god-paper.html


Advent Ornament— Zachariah and Elizabeth 

December 11 

An Angel Comes to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 

Luke 1:32-33- “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 
kingdom will have no end.”  

Read “He’s Here” in the Jesus Storybook Bible on pages 176-179.  
If you do not have the book, here is the link for the story. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=E2y2FJqsv_8 (Stop at minute 3:26.) 

The Angel Visits Mary Video—  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=zxzvqrnhwoE&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=5 

Joseph Stays with Mary Video— 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=a1yOY62GFKU&index=6&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9 

Advent Ornament— Mary and the Angel 

December 12 

His Name is John (Luke 1:57-66) 

The Story— “The Birth of John the Baptist” 
 http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/06/birth-of-john-baptizer.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2y2FJqsv_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxzvqrnhwoE&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1yOY62GFKU&index=6&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9
http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/06/birth-of-john-baptizer.html


Video— https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=o1JzbiUpi6s&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=4 

Advent Ornament— His Name is John sign 

December 13 

The Road to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-5) 

Remember the prophecies we talked about earlier? One of the prophecies said that Jesus would be born 
in Bethlehem, but Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth in Galilee. Why did they go to Bethlehem? Let’s 
find out! 

The Story (From The Big Picture Story Bible) 

God loves Israel. He promised a forever king would come to save everybody. But, years passed without a 
single word from God. And the years turned into many years, and the many years, turned into hundreds 
of years, and the great promises of God seemed to fade away.  

Israel became less important in the world. Other nations became great, strong nations, powerful nations 
whose kings ruled over God’s people. One such king… was Caesar Augustus.  

This Roman ruler thought he was very important. One day he wondered to himself, “How will everyone 
know that I am the great Caesar, the Roman ruler, the king of the world? I know! I will count all the 
people under my rule. Surely that will show the world how great I am.”  

So Caesar, the Roman ruler, the king of the whole Roman world, began counting all his people to show 
everyone how great he was. What Caesar did not know was that God, the world’s true ruler, the king of 
the universe, was getting ready to show everyone how great HE was.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1JzbiUpi6s&list=PLGA1bXPyGZd_5zwzL7UfChVlQpP1IY6Z9&index=4


God was going to end His many years of silence. God was going to keep His promise of a forever king. 
And do you know how God was going to do this? Not like Caesar… not proudly, by counting all his 
people, but humbly, by becoming ONE of his people.  

God was getting ready to bring his forever king into the world as a baby! 

So, Mary and Joseph, along with everyone else in the Roman world had to travel to the place where 
their family was from in order to be counted by Caesar. Joseph came from the line of King David, and 
Bethlehem was called “David’s town.” So that is how Mary and Joseph ended up in Bethlehem right 
before Mary was due to have her baby, and that is how that prophecy was fulfilled.  
  

Advent Ornament— Mary and Joseph on the Road to Bethlehem 

 
December 16 

Immanuel, God WITH us! (Luke 2:6-7) 

Matthew 1:21- “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.”  

He’s here! He’s finally here!! After hundreds of years of silence from God, the forever king has come to 
be with His people… as ONE of His people!  

2 Corinthians 9:15- “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 

Read “He’s Here!” in the Jesus Storybook Bible on pages 180-183.  
(If you do not have this Bible, you can find a good preschool lesson at: 
 http://ministry-to-children.com/tbirth-of-christ-lesson-one-preschool/) 

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2y2FJqsv_8 (Begin on minute 3:28) 

Here is a picture of a real manger.  According to padfield.com, “A manger is a feed trough found in a 
stable. In Bible times, mangers were made from clay mixed with straw or from stones held together with 

http://ministry-to-children.com/tbirth-of-christ-lesson-one-preschool/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2y2FJqsv_8


mud; sometimes they were carved in natural outcroppings of rock.” The photograph below was taken at 
Megiddo, where this manger was used in the stables of King Ahab. 

!  

Graham Cracker Nativity Manger Scene— http://natashaskitchen.com/2013/12/18/gingerbread-nativity-
manger-scene/ 

Advent Ornament— Baby Jesus in the Manger 

December 17 

An Angelic Announcement (Luke 2:8-14) 

Jesus had finally come to Earth! The long wait for a Savior was over! So, of course, the world needed 
to know this great news. There is no grander way to make an announcement than to use a multitude of 
heavenly hosts! 

Read: 
 Jesus Storybook Bible “The Light of the Whole World” pages 184-189. 

Activity —  
Hand print angel 

http://natashaskitchen.com/2013/12/18/gingerbread-nativity-manger-scene/


Video—“Angels and Shepherds Celebrate Jesus’ Birth”: 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZ3JCoTWHVM (Stop at minute 1:31) 
Video—“The Christmas Story- The Birth of Jesus”  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABP57sznhZ0 (Watch the section called “The   
 Shepherds” (beginning at minute 1:16 and stop at minute 2:01) 

Advent Ornament— Angel 

December 18 

The Shepherds’ Response (Luke 2:15-20) 

Whoa! A lot of heavenly beings just appeared to make the GREAT NEWS known! What would the 
shepherds do with this news they received? 

Read:  Page 188-190 in the Jesus Storybook Bible— Begin at the last paragraph on the page that  
 says, “The shepherds stamped out their fire…” 
        
          (http://www.dltk-bible.com)  

The shepherds were amazed and excited! Did everyone know this news, or just them? They had  
to go see this baby the angels were talking about, so they ran as fast as they could, and soon   
found Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus.  The shepherds fell to their knees when they saw Jesus,   
and they were filled with joy that they had found the Lord. As soon as they left, they began shouting  
 in the streets and telling everyone they met about what they had seen and about the arrival of  
 baby Jesus. 
Activity— Have your children act out the shepherds finding Jesus and worshipping him using a nativity 
 you don’t mind them playing with. Once the shepherds “leave” the nativity, have them shouting  
 the good news to people they encounter.  

**(If you don’t have a child-friendly nativity, here are several good DIY versions.   http://
smartgirlsdiy.com/2013/12/21-free-nativity-printables/) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZ3JCoTWHVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABP57sznhZ0
http://smartgirlsdiy.com/2013/12/21-free-nativity-printables/


Video—“The Light of the Whole World”  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fqMhLApCmA 

Advent Ornament— Shepherd 

December 19 

The Wise Men See the Star (Matthew 2:1-2) 

The Story—  
 Read page 192 in the Jesus Storybook Bible (The first page of “The King of all kings.”) 

Wow! Not only did God send angels to announce that Jesus had come to Earth, but He also sent a 
special star to guide wise men from a far off place to come and worship Jesus. The wise men would 
have to travel many, many, many miles to find the King of Kings, but they were willing to, and very 
excited, about going to Jesus.  

Activity— Go outside and sit under the night sky with your family. Look up at the stars and soak in the 
 mysteries of space. While doing that, talk about the star God sent to guide the wise men to  
 Jesus. (If you’re feeling brave, go ahead and sing a little too! “Do You Hear What I Hear?”  
 would be a good song.) 

“Do You Hear What I Hear?” Video— https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t84OSRahBRo 

Literacy Activity— Read “The Berenstain Bears -The Joy of Giving” by Jan and Mike Berenstain  
       together.  

Advent Ornament— Star 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fqMhLApCmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t84OSRahBRo


December 20 

The Visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12) 
The Story (from http://www.kidssundayschool.com) 

Sometime after Jesus was born, some special visitors came to see Him. These visitors were 
called magi. However, they were also known by other names, such as wise men, or kings. 
Everyone has probably heard the Christmas carol that goes "We three kings of Orient are..." 
Without a doubt they were wise, because they were searching for Jesus in order to worship him 
and give him gifts.  
**You may need to explain what magi are. Magi are men of Arabia and Persia who studied the 
stars. People thought they had the power to tell the meaning of dreams. The wise men from the 
east are Magi. 
Read: Matthew 2:1-12 or “The king of all Kings” in the Jesus Storybook Bible (pages 194-198) 
 Discussion Questions:  
 1. What did the magi see that caused them to look for Jesus? (A star in the east.) 
 2. How did King Herod know that the magi would find Jesus in Bethlehem? (He asked  
 the chief priests and teachers of the law, who knew the prophecy that said a ruler of the 
 Israeli people would come from Bethlehem.) 
 3. What gifts did the magi give to Jesus? (Gold, incense and myrrh.) 
 4. Why did the magi give these gifts instead of "normal" gifts like clothes or food?  
 (Perhaps these were gifts that were more fitting for a king.) 
 5. Besides giving gifts, what else did the magi do when they saw Jesus? (They   
 worshipped Him.) 

These men were wise indeed! They spent many months traveling to see Jesus and when they got there, 
they gave Him gifts fit for a king and worshipped Him as the King of Kings!  

Activity— Take a family walk, and as you go, talk about what the journey must have been like for the 
wise men.  

Advent Ornament— The Wise Men and the Star 

http://www.kidssundayschool.com


December 23 

Nativity Story Recap 

Watch: “God’s Story: Jesus is Born” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrOBJo6LNfw 
  
 “A Charlie Brown Christmas-The Meaning of Christmas” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPhqMJpQsYQ 

Play with your children and act out the story using a child-friendly nativity scene or print out the 
nativity (link below) and have them use it to tell you the story.  

Printable Nativity Cards: 
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2BkDNz7UL7OeDNIV29xTjZ3cHc/view 

Advent Ornament— Nativity 

December 24 

The Reason for the Season 

Read: John 3:16- “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only son that whoever believes in Him 
will not perish but have ever lasting life.” 

The Lesson        (from ministry-to-children.com) 

Read -John 3:16 

This really is a great verse to know.  It tells us Jesus’s whole purpose in just a few short words.  So 
let’s take a minute to really learn what Jesus was saying. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrOBJo6LNfw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPhqMJpQsYQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2BkDNz7UL7OeDNIV29xTjZ3cHc/view
http://ministry-to-children.com


“For God so loved the world…”  Do you believe that?  That God really does love the world.  The 
WHOLE world.  The good, bad, rich, poor, young, old, sick, healthy, angry, and joyful.  God loves us all.  
He loves those who love Him, and He loves those who hate Him. 

Do you know why that is so important?  It means you don’t have to earn God’s love.  He already loves 
you, and there is absolutely nothing you could do that would change His love. 

Whew, that makes me feel better!  We all sin sometimes, but it is so nice to know that God will still love 
us even when do mess up. 
Ok, next section.  “…that He gave His one and only Son,…” 

If you ever think that maybe God doesn’t love you, just think about this part.  God loved you so much 
that He gave up His own Son for you.  God knew we needed a perfect sacrifice, and He knew His Son 
Jesus was the only one who be that sacrifice. 
And why do we need that perfect sacrifice?  That’s in our next section. 

“…that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
With that perfect sacrifice we can live forever with God.  And that’s God biggest wish.  He wants 
nothing more than for you to live with Him in heaven.  Yes, YOU! God loves YOU so much that He was 
willing to send His Son Jesus as YOUR sacrifice, so YOU could live in heaven with Him.  YOU! 

Raise your right hand if you are happy to know God loves you.  Keep it up!  Raise your left hand if you 
are happy Jesus took your place as a sacrifice.  Keep it up!  Now wave those hands if you want to live 
in heaven with God and Jesus forever and ever and ever.  Woo hoo! 

And how do we get there?  That is in the verse too!  All we have to do is believe in God.  We don’t have 
to be perfect, or grown up, or super smart, we just have to believe in God, put our faith and trust in Him, 
and love Him in return. 

That is the whole reason Jesus came to us as Immanuel, God with Us… So He could take our 
punishment on the cross to undo the curse that Adam and Eve let in with their disobedience in the 
Garden of Eden. Praise Jesus! He is the Reason for this Season! 



Advent Ornament— For God So Loved the World 

December 25 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

The wonderful day we have all been anticipating is finally here! You have spent all this time preparing the 
hearts of your children for the reason we celebrate Christmas. So today, as you open presents and 
celebrate with your families, take time to continue to point their hearts and minds to Christ. While 
opening presents, remind them of the sweet gift that Jesus is to us, and because He was given to us, 
we can give to others. Celebrate Jesus today! 

Activity— Birthday Party! 
Celebrate the birth of Christ like you would celebrate the birth of one of your kiddos! Make it special, 
and let your kids do a good bit of it. If you are just too full of sweets and don’t want to do a cake or 
cupcakes, here is a paper alternative! 
https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Birthday-Cake-Color-Page.jpg 

Advent Ornament— Birthday Cake 

A final Word— 

Well friends, it has been a joyous time celebrating the coming of our Savior with you! I have loved 
guiding you though this process, and I thank you for joining me on this journey. My prayer is that you 
were deeply moved by the Spirit as you intentionally sought Him through this Christmas season. May we 
continue our advent as we anticipate the second coming of our Savior. Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

https://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Birthday-Cake-Color-Page.jpg


Helpful Resources— 

-“Happy Birthday Jesus” song: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B44dPW08TGg 

-Nativity Literacy Activities: 
http://thisreadingmama.com/free-nativity-prekk-pack-updated-and-expanded/ 

-Advent Ornaments (next page) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B44dPW08TGg
http://thisreadingmama.com/free-nativity-prekk-pack-updated-and-expanded/


 

Advent Ornaments 

Dec 2 Dec 3

Dec 4 Dec 5



Dec 9

Dec 10 Dec 11

Dec 6



Dec 12

His name

JOHN
is

Dec 13

Dec 16 Dec 17



Dec 18 Dec 19

Dec 20 Dec 23



Dec 24 Dec 25



Christmas Ornament Graphic Citations 

Serpent in the Tree— http://pitchsports.co 
Broken Heart— http://www.supercoloring.com 
Cross— www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com 
Scroll— abcteach.com 
Bethlehem Cityscape— http://clipartmag.com 
Christmas Light Bulb— www.clipart.email 
Zachariah and Elizabeth— i.pinimg.com 
Mary Meets an Angel— pinterest.com 
His Name is John— Created by Ashley Martin 
Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem— gstatic.com 
Jesus in the Manger— supercoloring.com 
Angel— http://disneyland-printable-coloringpages.blogspot.com 
Shepherd— coloringcafe.com 
Star of Bethlehem— patternuniverse.com 
Wise Men See the Star— http://frogpondfarmdrafts.com/ 
Nativity— clipground.com 
John 3:16— craftingthewordofgod.com 
Birthday Cake— artistshelpingchildren.org 

http://pitchsports.co
http://www.supercoloring.com
http://www.bestcoloringpagesforkids.com
http://abcteach.com
http://clipartmag.com
http://www.clipart.email
http://i.pinimg.com
http://pinterest.com
http://gstatic.com
http://supercoloring.com
http://disneyland-printable-coloringpages.blogspot.com
http://coloringcafe.com
http://patternuniverse.com
http://frogpondfarmdrafts.com/
http://clipground.com
http://craftingthewordofgod.com
http://artistshelpingchildren.org

