
Our mission at the bridge Presbyterian Church is to 
help people  

Connect with God’s people in your life 
Connect with God’s purpose in your life 
Connect with God’s passion for your life 

Sun. Jan.  24 - 9:40 am - Congregational Meeting on Zoom ( see below) 

Sun. Jan.  24 -  10:00 am -  Worship  - Facebook Live or YouTube 

Sun. Jan . 24 -  10:00 am - New Elder Installation 

Wed. Jan. 27 - 10:30 - 12:30 - Kiwanis Dropoff, Cookbooks, Coffee/Chocolates (see below)  

Sun. Jan.  31 - 10:00 am - Worship  - Facebook Live or YouTube 

Sun. Feb.    7 - 10:00 am - Worship  - Facebook Live or YouTube 

Sun. Feb.  14 - 10:00 am - Worship  - Facebook Live or YouTube 

Sun. Feb.  21 - 10:00 am - Worship  - Facebook Live or YouTube 

497 Olde Waterford Way, Ste 205 

Leland, NC 28451       910-769-4951 

thebridgepres@gmail.com 

Thebridgepres.org 

Before the service visiting time Zoom - 9:15 - 9:55  -       This is link to use weekly 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81276261023?pwd=Q3dEWXpWcGEyVTBodlVFUXlDREN2Zz09 

Meeting ID: 812 7626 1023       -        Password: 703335     

Links to all videos posted by the bridge on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_koqkyqdW43YbC9evcgxFQ/videos  

Sunday,  Jan. 17 - Facebook Live Service -    https://youtu.be/Wrcr1Uauax0  

There will not be an edition of Currents the week of Feb. 4th  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_koqkyqdW43YbC9evcgxFQ/videos
https://youtu.be/Wrcr1Uauax0


Called Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 24th at 9:40 am 

 

Regrettably, the session has received the resignation from Elder Julie Shackleton. The 

nominating team has met and is recommending Elder Greer Broadwater to fulfil the 

unexpired term of Small Group Elder. 

 

There will be a Congregational meeting on Sunday, January 24th at 9:40 on the week-

ly “Before Worship” zoom to vote on this recommendation. 

 

The zoom link is listed on the first page of Currents and on the church website calen-

dar (thebridgepres.org) 

Bio for Greer Broadwater - Nominee for Small Group Elder 

 

My husband Tom and I moved here from just south of Atlanta in August of 
2015.  The bridge was the only church we visited and we knew right away that it 
would be our church home. We became charter covenant partners and have 
been involved in numerous activities and missions ever since. I served as Small 
Group elder until rotating off the session in January 2020.  Both Tom and I are 
committed to the Small Group model for worship enhancement and fellowship.  
I felt the call of the Holy Spirit to return to the session to fill the unexpected va-
cancy of the Small Group elder position. 



Worship Weekly 

The bridge Core Habits    
What does a disciple of Jesus Christ look like at the bridge? Our core habits answer that 

question. Our core habits are:     
Pray daily  - Worship together weekly  -  Welcome & Include everyone -  Belong to a small 

group -  
Give generously  -  Cherish children  - Forgive & reconcile continually  -  Serve our community  

Elder Installation Sunday 

 

Date:  January 24, 2021 

Title: Follow Me  

Text: Mark 1: 14 - 20 
 

So... "Sea Shanties" are flooding the internet on sites like Tik Tok and YouTube.  The 
harmonies and arrangements are fun to hear.   A sea shanty is a type of work song that 
was once commonly sung on large merchant sailing vessels.  The term "shanty" refers 
to a specific style of work song belonging to this historical repertoire.  I love this one in 
particular and find the words very fitting for this day and age.  The song is "The Sea-
man's Hymn" performed by David Coffin recorded at the Rockport Congregational 
Church in Rockport, MA.  Enjoy and I'll see you Sunday. 
 
https://youtu.be/41StpTqf7G0 
 
Patty 

bridge "Notes" from Patty             

https://youtu.be/41StpTqf7G0


Elise’s Tech Time 

Participation Metrics from Sunday Jan 17th 
 

 
 
* Reached on Facebook is when the service appears on someone’s newsfeed  
* Though the number of views is a good metric, it may not be accurate to actual people watching as there 
are couples and families watching together. Participation may be up to 2 times higher than views 

Maximum Live 
Viewers 

Service Reached on 
FB 

Total views Sunday 
(FB + Youtube) 

% FB / % Youtube 
(live) 

61 177 90 74% / 26% 

Last week was part one of two on how to declutter your phone for the new year. Last week you 
looked at most/least frequently used apps. This week we’re going to put apps in folders and talk 
about cloud storage options.  
Putting apps in folders can organize your phone screens, making them less cluttered and making 
similar apps easy to access. Maybe you’ve got five news apps (and you want to keep them all), you 
can have them all in the same spot. Maybe you’re on a health journey, and you normally check your 
steps, track a run/walk with a different app, and enter your meals with another. There are endless 
ways to group apps, so do what works for you.  
 
Creating folders on iPhone and Android 

1. Place apps that you want to put in the folder on the same Home screen/page.  
2. Long-press one icon/app and drag it right on top of the other app. (The folder is created) 
3. Continue to drag apps into the folder. 
4. Rename the folder. iPhone: Long press on the closed folder, select Rename. Android: Open 
the folder and select the name.  

 
Some android phones don’t allow app dragging, so long-press on the home screen and select 
“Create Folder” or the Folder command.  
 
A short note about Cloud Storage. In decluttering your phone, you might realize that deleting apps, 
documents and photos makes your phone run faster. A way to do this without deleting documents 
and photos is to use cloud storage. A lot of phones have built-in limited cloud storage, iPhones have 
iCloud, Google Pixels have Google Drive/Photos, et cetera. Google Photos works well on all devic-
es, and can upload photos automatically to the cloud. Check your settings to see how you can best 
use the cloud to have your documents and photos accessible, without taking up space on your de-
vice.  
 



Pray Daily 

Daily Bread Devotion Books 

The new books for Dec./Jan./Feb are outside the church office on the small table. 

Prayers for: 

• Dave Bohn, recovering from prostate surgery; prayers for his continued healing.  

• John Celli, dealing with a probable diagnosis of amyloidosis of the heart and the begin-
ning of dementia; will have an MRI soon for a determinative diagnosis; prayers for 
healing for John. 

• and support for his wife Nancy, who seeks to provide him the support he needs.  

• Nick Georgeadis, NY State Trooper and September 11 responder diagnosed with 
stage 4 lung cancer that will require surgery to remove his lung: prayers for healing 
and recovery (friend of Ethel Adams). 

• Jennie and Tony, ill with COVID symptoms; prayers for their recovery (friends and 
neighbors of Mary Ellen Cole).  

• All those who are suffering from the direct and indirect effects of COVID-19 and its im-
pact on their lives, including those dealing with isolation and depression.  

 

Sympathy: 

• Family, friends, and neighbors of Gary Wrenn, who died from complications of COVID; 
prayers for support for his wife Karen (neighbor of Charlie Riddle). 

• Family and friends of Ed Bickham, who passed away last week of Alzheimer’s; prayers 
for his wife Abby who has been ministering to him with devotion at home (neighbors of 
Susan Stanewick).  

• Friends, family, and neighbors of Frank Renales and Deb McDonald, who died of 
COVID (Brunswick Forest neighbors of Mary Ellen Cole). 

 

If you would like to place a prayer request with the Prayer and Care team, please contact 
Marilyn Vernon Marilyn.vernon2@gmail.com (301-908-8704) or Ethel Adams at girls4sli-
ing@gmail.com. 

 
Note: Names in parentheses indicate those who made the prayer request.  

mailto:Marilyn.vernon2@gmail.com
mailto:girls4sliing@gmail.com
mailto:girls4sliing@gmail.com


During this time, it is important to stay connected to each other and to God. Because we are unable 
to connect in person, the Children and Families Ministry team will do our best to keep up our "normal" 
Sunday morning routine of having a "lesson" with activities and crafts that go along with Dr. Doug's 
sermons. Families, please check your email for activities, lesson ideas, and other resources from 
Elizabeth Murray. Please email Elizabeth at efmurray1975@gmail.com if you are not getting the re-
sources and would like to.  

Cherish Children 

This Week’s giving total -  $2,035 

As you continue to give generously  during this time, you can mail you pledges to   

497 Olde Waterford Way, Suite 205, Leland, NC 28451 or set up direct payment where your 

bank will mail a check., or set up online giving (see below) 

Give Generously 

It is easy to give online!  

Visit thebridgepres.square.site  

Scroll to the Give section. Select a donation amount, or enter a custom amount in the $0 box. 
Select if your gift goes to the general fund or to a Monthly mission partner in the drop down menu, 
and you can enter text in the memo line. Click Donate, and then Checkout, and enter your card 
information.  

2021 Pledges 

All pledges have been posted to your account on Realm - if you haven’t let Wanda 

know of your intended 2021 pledge, you can email her at thebridgepres@gmail.com, 

call her at 910.769.4951 or mail it to her at the church address listed above. 

mailto:efmurray1975@gmail.com
http://thebridgepres.square.site


Serve Our Community 

January Sustainable Mission Partner / Project 

NORTH BRUNSWICK KIWANIS CLUB  

…..dedicated to improving the lives of children  and their families in Brunswick 

During the Month of January, the Mission Team has kindly named North Brunswick Kiwanis Club as its sus-

tainable partner.  NBKC focuses all of our efforts and funding on children right here in our community and 

the need is great.  The number of Foster Children alone has increased from approximately 140 children to 

over 180 children currently in Foster Care in Brunswick County since the beginning of the pandemic.  One 

of our programs, Project Dignity, focuses on these children. 

We will be collecting items for Project Dignity and the schools the last week of January.  Below is a list of 

needed items.  PLEASE NOTE:  We had to change the date of collection to WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27TH 

FROM 10:30AM TO 12:30PM.  There will be a collection box at the church entrance near the stone bench-

es where items can be dropped off safely, and Kiwanis Members will be present to accept your donations. 

So how can you help?  First, we welcome any monetary donation, no matter how small.  If you wish to do-

nate money, please send checks made out to the bridge Presbyterian Church with North Brunswick Ki-

wanis Club on the memo line.  These can be mailed to the church:  497 WATERFORD WAY, SUITE 205, 

LELAND, NC  28451. We will also be accepting donations of items needed for Project Dignity and the 

schools on WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 27TH FROM 10:30AM TILL 12:30PM  (Note change in Day) in 

front of the church entrance.   

Below is a list of items that are needed.  

Socks for children – Size Large 

Activity books for older children, 9 – 18yr. 

Colored pencils, crayons, washable markers for older children, 9 - 18yr. 

Adult coloring books for the older kids  

Full size bottles of shampoo and conditioner and body wash. 

Individually wrapped toothbrushes and toothpaste for children 2 -6yr. 

Unlined sketch pads for the younger children 

Full size bottles of baby lotion, baby shampoo/body wash 

Children’s story books:  0 – 3, preschool, primary, and elementary ages 

3” Loose leaf binders 

Finally, thank you once again for allowing us to be recognized as one of the bridge’s sustainable partners.  If you 

would like to learn more about all that we do in the community, please go to our Facebook Page: https://

www.facebook.com/NorthBrunswickKiwanis/   

Thank you and may God Bless!!   Judy Bath 



Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate sale 
 

  It’s time to stock up on your favorite coffee blend and chocolate bars as we continue to support 
our Equal Exchange small scale coffee and cocoa farmers. 

 
  With Valentine’s Day around the corner, why not pick up some chocolates for your sweetheart 

or just some for yourself! We will have them on sale at the special price of $5.50 for two. 
 

  All items will be available next Wednesday, January 27th from 10:30 to 12:30 in front of the 
church. So while you drop off your gifts for the Kiwanis club/Project Dignity, pick up some coffee 

and chocolates too.. 
 

  For information or to place an order anytime contact Sandy Sears at :910-228-5828 or 
email to:slsoct@yahoo.com. 

Cookbooks and Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate Sales 

Sandy Sears and Kathy Westphal will be outside in front of the church offering cookbooks, coffee and 
chocolates for sale on Wednesday, January 27th from 10:30 - 12:30.  We will be joining Judy Bath 
and several other Kiwanis Club members who are accepting donations for the January Sustainable 
Mission Partners Project at the same time. 

Cookbooks are $20 and we can accept money (exact change, please) or checks made out to the 
bridge Presbyterian Church with "Cookbook" in the memo line.  All proceeds go to two other sus-
tainable mission partners, New Hope Clinic and Hope Harbor House. 

mailto:to%3Aslsoct@yahoo.com


Brunswick County Street Reach is a 100% volunteer, Faith-based organization.  Their Interfaith Sheltering Program assists the 
homeless in our community.  Street Reach provides food, shelter, clothing and resources.  The needs are ongoing.  

Please also consider purchasing a $5 or $10 gift card.  Street Reach preference is for FOOD LION. It's walking distance to the motel 
they sponsored. Fast food cards are tricky if only the drive thru is open. Best next choice is Subway (no drive thru) Their clients 
often lack wheels required for drive thru service.   

Mail it to the bridge Presbyterian Church, 497 Olde Waterford Way, Suite 205, Leland, NC 28451 and Wanda will forward it to 
Street Reach.  

Thank you for your generous spirits. 
Your Mission Team  

Year - Round Food Gift Card Collection  for Street Reach 

Sleep Mats for the Homeless  

 
The various Sleep Mats for the Homeless groups have combined forces and are meeting now 
TUES and THURS 9:30-12 noon at the Community Commons in Brunswick Forest. 
 

We are operating with Covid precautions - cleaning the room before and after use, 
wearing masks, sanitizing hands, and keeping socially distant. The room can be ar-
ranged for one person per table.  We can even work at outside picnic tables weather 
permitting. Constructing a mat can also be done at home. If you need supplies, 
please let us know.  
 

Brunswick Forest has agreed to let us store SOME items there. Please hold your 
plastic bag donations until we can work through the overflow currently located in var-
ious garages and storage units.  



Upcoming Blood Drive 



What to Expect With COVID-19 Vaccination? 

Vaccination will help protect you from getting COVID-19 symptoms. You may have some side effects, which are normal signs 
that your body is building protection. These side effects may affect your ability to do daily activities, but they should go away in 
a few days. 
 
Common side effects: 
On the arm where you got the shot: 

• Pain 

• Swelling 
 
Throughout the rest of your body: 

• Fever 

• Chills 

• Tiredness 

• Headache 
 
Helpful tips: 
If you have pain or discomfort, talk to your doctor about taking an over-the-counter medicine, such as ibuprofen or acetamino-
phen.  To reduce pain and discomfort where you got the shot: 

• Apply a clean, cool, wet washcloth over the area. 

• Use or exercise your arm. 

• To reduce discomfort from fever: 

• Drink plenty of fluids. 

• Dress lightly. 
 
When to call the doctor 
In most cases, discomfort from fever or pain is normal. Contact your doctor or healthcare provider: 

• If the redness or tenderness where you got the shot increases after 24 hours 

• If your side effects are worrying you or do not seem to be going away after a few days 
 
If you get a COVID-19 vaccine and you think you might be having a severe allergic reaction after leaving the vaccination site, 
seek immediate medical care by calling 911. Learn more about COVID-19 vaccines and rare severe allergic reactions. 
 
Scheduling your second shot 
If you need help scheduling your vaccine appointment for your second shot, contact the location that set up your appointment 
for assistance. For questions or if you are having trouble using vaccine management or scheduling systems, reach out to the 
organization that enrolled you in the system. This may be your state or local health department, employer, or vaccine provider. 
 
About your second shot 
Both COVID-19 mRNA vaccines will need 2 shots to get the most protection. The timing between your first and second shot 
depends on which vaccine you received. You should get your second shot: for the Pfizer-BioNTech 3 weeks (or 21 days) after 
your first shot, for the Moderna 1 month (or 28 days) after your first shot. 
 
You should get your second shot as close to the recommended 3-week or 1-month interval as possible. However, there 
is no maximum interval between the first and second doses for either vaccine. You should not get the second dose earlier 
than the recommended interval.  
 
Remember 

• Side effects may feel like flu and even affect your ability to do daily activities, but they should go away in a few days. 

• With most COVID-19 vaccines, you will need 2 shots in order for them to work. Get the second shot even if you have side 
effects after the first shot, unless a vaccination provider or your doctor tells you not to get a second shot. 

• It takes time for your body to build protection after any vaccination. COVID-19 vaccines that require 2 shots may not pro-
tect you until a week or two after your second shot. 

 
It’s important for everyone to continue using all the tools available to help stop this pandemic as we learn more about how 
COVID-19 vaccines work in real-world conditions. Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when around others, stay at least 
6 feet away from others, avoid crowds, and wash your hands often. 

Disaster Recovery Updates 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/allergic-reaction.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html


Stated Session Meeting Summary, January 6, 2021 from Clerk of Session Susan Stanewick 

 

The Session met for its regular stated meeting via Zoom at 4PM.  Doug Cushing opened with prayer and led 
devotion. 
Incoming elders Karen Santone, David Sink, Kathy Westphal were extended the privilege of the floor by com-
mon consent. 
Minutes were approved.  
 
Clerk’s Report:  Annual Statistical Report-to be reviewed by session at February stated meeting; Minister 
Compensation/Terms of Call will be voted on at the congregational meeting and submitted to Presbytery; 
Other statistical information for Presbytery will be presented at the February meeting. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Worship schedule has been sent to elders.  Doug would like to revisit actor Ashley Strand’s 
dramatic show walking through Mark since Mark is topic of Lenten series 
Also, Worship team using the previous questionnaire about re-gathering for worship plus band members and 
those volunteering will discuss next steps.  Session would like to receive information and then session can 
take action on protocol to make available to covenant partners. 
 
Disaster Recovery: Ed Weihs: Update on security of the church building-security locks have been installed on 
the doors of the session and Warnock rooms; Gary Lewis bought and installed hardware and the access mir-
ror to the church office.  Appreciation was extended and a note to be sent. 
 
Family Ministry:  No report 
 
Generosity:  Bill Harwell/Charlie Riddle  
Information/Discussion/Action:  The budget will be presented to the congregation at the congregational meet-
ing along with terms of call.  It is an austere budget as collections have trended down.  Bill is completing the 
paperwork to transition the PPP loan into a grant which can be applied to a deficit.  Generosity team has re-
quested that any expenditure be submitted for approval in 2021 in an attempt to be as judicious as possible 
with church funds.  Line items for ministry teams will be shown on the budget nonetheless. The session 
received a recommendation from generosity for budget approval and it was approved unanimously with the 
consideration of Doug’s terms of call which will be presented for approval by the congregation.  Appreciation 
has been extended to Generosity for all their work. 
 
Hospitality:  No report 
 
Long term planning/personnel: No report 
 
Missions:  Patti Pirher:  Procedure for Monthly Mission Projects has been submitted to Wanda for the opera-
tions manual.  The bridge representative for the featured partner will be responsible for overseeing the pro-
ject. Judy Bath is representing Kiwanis for January, and is using it to organize the Project Dignity project. 
 
Prayer and Care: No report  
 
Small Groups Mission: No report 

 

Worship: No report-see pastor’s report 
 
New Business:   New class of elders was examined by the session.  A motion was made by Charlie Riddle 
with second by Ed Weihs to approve the review that was undertaken with the elders. Unanimous approval  
  
Doug’s duties:  Continued discussion in February 
He requested time and space with session to collaborate together and discern where God is leading us.  
Session decided on zoom discussion on January 20, 2021. 



Celebrating Birthdays at the bridge    

Remember to login into REALM and put your birthday. You can also email Wan-

da - just remember to put the year ( it doesn’t show but is needed in system) 

Isabel Poenisch 1 

Phillip Poenisch 1 

George Wells 1 

Emery Wilson 1 

Dan Sisk 2 

Dave Sink 4 

Julie Shackleton 10 

Ken Campbell 12 

Arleen Godshall 13 

Kathy Davanzo 19 

Jim Graham 22 

Zoe Stevens 24 

Virgil Batten 25 

Kathy Dixon 27 

Finley Becker 30 

Phil Godshall 30 

January 


